Spinal subdural hematoma associated with anticoagulant therapy in a patient with spinal meningioma.
A case of spontaneous subdural hematoma in the cervicothoracic region associated with a small meningioma in a patient on anticoagulant therapy is presented. The neurological complications of anticoagulant therapy are discussed briefly. Progressive neurological deterioration in a patient on anticoagulant therapy should prompt the performance of an emergency myelogram and a possible laminectomy in spite of the potential risks of these procedures. Intraspinal bleeding occurs more frequently in the form of an epidural hematoma, but the clinical presentation may not allow differentiation from a subdural hematoma. The possible causal relation between the asymptomatic spinal meningioma, the anticoagulant therapy, and the formation of the subdural hematoma is discussed.